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The Story of a Scientist 


Yellapragada SubbaRow was a ‘rishi’ of a 
scientist. If he is not as wellknown in our country 
it is because, like the ‘rishis’ of yore—of whom we 
know little—his pursuit of knowledge was free of 
ego. The man who discovered Aureomvcin, the 
man who synthesized folic acid, the man who 
gave us Hetrazan never pushed himself into the 
glare of publicity. As the director of research his 
name should have been at least at the top of the 
team, But often it took its self-effacing niche in 
an alphabetical order. 


Neither the lowly status of an Indian in the 
U.S.A. of the eariy twentieth century nor the 
demands of applied esearch stained the scholastic 
integrity of SubbaRow. Such was the strength of. 
his moral fibre—a strength which distinguished 
his personal as well as his professional life. 


Shri S. Р. К. Gupta took thirteen years to 
write his biography of Yellapragada 
SubbaRow. It isnow being published by 
Suparna Publications. 5-17. 
Sriramakrishnapuram, Hyderabad, Andhra 
Pradesh 500 035; in two volumes. 
Shri Gupta's research took him to the. 
places and persone SubbaRow was 
associated with in India and the U.S.A 
Shri Gupta is now in Moscow as the. 
special correspondent of the РТА 
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PURUSHOTTAM WAS AN ACTIVE NATIONALS: 
HOME WAS A MEETING PLACE FOR THE FREEDOM- 


[SUBOARON REENIT FOLLOWED THE DISCUSSIONS: нів 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE INTELLECTUAL FERMENT. OF 
THE ату LEFT HIM. LITTLE TIME FOR STUDIES 
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[75 MONTHS PASSED ву AND НЕ saw MEN [SUBBAROW WAS FIRED WITH Я МЕН ZEAL. 
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Ver нЕ MANAGED TO FIND TIME TO STUDY ВАР PASSED THERE ARE во MANY 


THE REQUIRED EXAMINATION. HE WAS AWARDED THE 
РОМА IN TROPICAL. MEDICI 
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TROPICAL DISEASES FOR 
WHICH NO CURE HAS 
МЕТ BEEN FOUND. | 
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A, RESEARCH IN THAT 
^ FIELD. 


D Luck то you. У 
TAM LEAVING FOR 
SOUTH AMERICA ОН. 


THAT YEAR SUBBAROW ENROLLED MMSELF 
FOR A SUMMER COURSE IN BIO-CHEMISTRY 
AT THE HARVARD SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
AND WORKED UNDER PROF. FISKE. 
SUBBAROW, WE ARE 
TRYING 10 PERFECT 
THE METHOD OF 


YOUR FIRST TASK іэ то 
DISCOVER. A FAST-WORKING 
CHEMICAL THAT HELPS TO. 
ESTIMATE тие PHOSPHORUS 
CONTENT IN 
issues. 


SUBBAKOW WORKED HARD. HE ENTERED 
ме LABORATORY AT EIGHT IN THE. 
MORNING. AND LEET IT ONLY WELL PAST 
Вар оле ааа ии 
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[mie cnemicaL gives PREPARE. WE NEED 
THE DESIRED RESULT 
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ONE OF THE FIRST LESSONS A STUDENT OF 


Роне CUBERO METHOD ок 


MEABURING PHOSPHORUS IN THE PREPARED TISSUE- 


BIOCHEMISTRY LEARNS TODAY 18 THE 


Грнем THE HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

ТЕОРЕМЕ, SUBBAROW WAS ACCEPTED AS 
IA Pos7-GRADUATE STUDENT. ONE OF THE 
|еволасте НЕ TOOK UP WAS ABOUT, THE 
20625 OF ENERGY WHICH HELPS US 
Movs бше LMES. LIFT WEIGHTS AND 


AE РІЗКЕ SUBBARDW INVESTIGATION LED 
TO THE DISCOVERY OF A SUBSTANCE IN. 
THE HUMAN BODY стер епозенескедтіме) 
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то WORK BY ELECTRIC 
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COULD PHOSPHOCRERTINE. 
ве THE SOURCE OF 
ENERGY 2. 


WELL HAVE HOWEVER, ONE THING 15 Now 
то EXPERIMENT CERTAIN. GLYCOGEN 16 NOT 

FURTHER AND, THE SOURCE OF ENERGY AS 
Эв. BELIEVED BY HILL 


AND. 
MEYERHOFT, 


(е. нш. ағ LONDON UNIVERSITY AND PROF. 
(МЕУДЕНОВЕ OF GERMANY HAD WON THE манет 
[ежа IN 1022 FOR THER THEORY THAT GLYCOGEN 
[5 THE SOURCE OF MUSCULAR ENERGY. 


FISKE HOWEVER ANNOUNCED THE DISCOVERY OF | 
PHOSPHOCREATINE. THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION JOURNAL HAILED THE DISCOVERY. 
IN AN EDITORIAL. 
BUT DR. MLL CONTINUES. 
то BELIEVE THAT 
GLYCOGEN 18 THE 
MUSCULAR: 


|MEVERHOFF нар SEEN THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PLUNGED INTO FOLLOW-UP STUDIES. 
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AND THIS JOURNAL WAS Y iT 15 THE 
PUBLISHED SIXTEEN DISCOVERS. 


THAT MATTERS, 
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FRIENDS. ONE OF THEM WAS GORDON ALLES, | 
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SUE RETIENE наб IE E TRIED ON 
паста ULENG FRON ANAEMIA аме 
Е SPRUE. NE OF ТҮС PAST REPORTS 


ВАР NEWS. FOLIC ACID 19 OF 
NO USE I TREATING 
PERNICIOUS ANAEMIA 


BUT WHEN REPORTS FROM ANC? 
QUARTER COME IN — 
DARBY HAS DECLARED 
ТТА WINNER IT 
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AN BROTHER | 


DETER й FEW MONTHS, THE DISCOVERY, 
OF FOLIC лепо LED 10 THE DISCOVERY 
ае WTAMIN. B12 Бу ANOTHER 
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY. 


Га тнє SCIENTIFIC PAPER ANNOUNCING THE 
паше ACID SYNTHESIS, GUBBARON) CLAIMED 
NO SPECIAL CREDIT. МЕ GAVE ма NAME AS 


THE ACHIEVEMENTS CF SCIENCE 
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Гловер THE NEW ANTIBIOTIC МР | ГА THE COURSE OF МВ RESEARCHES, SUREARCM S. 
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THAT SAME DAY A BOY SUFFERING РА [THE WAS TREATED WITH THE NEW. 
22220 CANCER WAS ADMITTED TO ^ MEDICINE AND НЕ STARTED IMPROVING. 
[BOSTON HOSPITAL. 7 
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HOWEVER, HE DID NOT LIVE TO SEE IT ESTABLISHED. HE DIED OF 
HEART FAILURE AT THE HGB OF FIFTY THRE 


